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YOUTH

Kids gain self esteem and juggling skills at camp

Bt Petin Dinsawra
Sage Wrile
SASKATOON

Amoiher wildly successiul
Clecus Ans Project camp ended
with & big shew Few Family sl
Friemls on Feb. 17, More than X0
children. ages exght 1o 14, had
oo off fum as they alemacaser]
oo of e sin skills they leamed
i e weeklong camp Csmp
corondnabon s Cioiess said The
cireus skl are maturally eaciting
Fowr the chuldren, *Everyone e
w0 hard, and the level of
sccoimplshment in sich & shon
penind of tme assnihes me
oy yree”

The five-day event, mow in iis
scverith year, was held dusing the
Febeuary schood brvak and is
sponsored by the Nonhern
Saskachewpn |81crnalic
Children’s Festival. Crsens, wha
Founded e children’s feaival
and has prochaced e event fof 1R
venn, broughi e cirow campio
Saskateon afler seeing the
pnifive roaalts of Cecos and
Magic Parmership, a crcus camp
Beld during 1he Winnipeg
Irgematicral Chilidem's Feival,

=As mn o ration thad works
Fer children,™ dhe wasd, “ihe
children's fesnal bas a social
respoasibliny io ensune thst
hildren™s B in e communily
ary mede bater”

The Circus Ams Project camp
i hold each year al Vincom
Massey community school in
Sapskomcan with ¢habdven comsing
Frvm varis s commenity whonls
and ihe core meighbourhoods
Arrngg the childres anendeng 1
Bin vra's vampn e a mamber of
s CAmp partcipanis coming
B for atwther o al beiney U
T fopes

The campers me Evided inio
wn groups and in the fird
kv, Lalkr i al Iraming all siv
skills —irmpere: tight wire;
wheming and puppdn  unek,
el msl wilts, By the end of
e week. each chald selects o
akilly They wisks b perfoem danng
i final shoew bl bo vorsg up the
CAT

Anel w hy o they come 1o the
camp?

“Hevause 0’ fun,” explamed

Cayla Sanfteau, age |1 andinber
second year of the camp. Bem
Fineslay, e his thind year, ageead
ihere me lots of Fan Things o do
B keeps me ocouged during the
ek ™ b wanl

A central mandate of Uhe
program |5 providimg an
sliermative s jning pangs. and
keeping chikiren Teoes the lure of
the sineet. The niginal program
in Winnipeg was developal
the producer of the Winnipeg
Tetrval, Nead Rempel, who s o
fusrmr streed perdormer, as wrer
many of the original insincion
i thest e, Thee oxstrnectionn they
were able bo make with the
childeen, some of whom were
alreet kidi, was fascaanic faor
evervone. Since il was firsd beld
in 19 the Wisnipeg camp b
prosi to X0 childeen with 17
imstruciors and 17 siafions. | also
i s et e v Commponeni, wihere
the Emtneion o bo Gilenen
reserve schools ench year med
wirk with cheldren ihere, using
bl tracher amsl shikisas gnag
lemders.

The imsfucion o the
Haskatowm camg, mam. whe: heing
e than b years expenionce i
Tull time jerlotmen o e nle
oo from all cver, Teght wire in
taiight By Blish Pl mer. i pmadly
Teonts Saskasson, “Flying Bali™ s
neww s in Bedd Diger, Hio v a
full time performer and also
Iranhes a the Wirmnipey vann

T wire wsend is. 15 gsches {rom
e pomaid mrad wbowal. [ et bovig.
e that height i mastened, il
con be raimed B0 any heighi. For
the carm, il % rabsed M) inches
abanc the grmd or 1s i 2l
oz enied 1o walk ihe incline or the
dechae, “I's fun for the kids™
scaied Pl “THidt i also ciciting
becwase it's a litile dmgeroms. Al
18 maches, i's maod hal, I oner
s raispal, Tadls and ingurics can
oot Mo il yeu (8l you doa't
realipe the akill srvolied, Asd
undil you nak something, vou
doa't realine the imgeortance of
(T

Bobin Szuch, a fall fims
aevialist periormes (s Trann
whay Lt Pl wm inpeny Irape o,
agroed nusd s very imporiast, The
imgere hangs 10 foa sbhove the
groneul. & salvty hamess i ind

Participants in this year's Circus Arte Project camp gather for & group plctan faBawing &
i which thiry got & chance to show off the skills they'd lesmed. The camp
ook place Fab. 13 10 17 in Ssskatoon

el Spuch holds the wifety bae

duifing each rile. “They r-llrnh
Bave b trast me.” she ssidl, “taa
themselves son They leam tha
il dasing the eamip.”

Jupgling is taught by Mike
Hatiie of Norh Vancouver. A
pigphed Tor inoee than X yeass,
e lenches the childen & upgle
budls, pums and Fings, spn plaes,
o master the Chinese Sablo or
the devil sticks.

This yess saw clowming and
gty taught by Molba Tocs,
a clown from Primce Alber
Snsderns wiwrked with mime and
puppets 1o perform skite that
v ned focis snd concemimon,
which afe pood skills for any
active chikl

Unigyche |s taughi by Sand
el Trs Vancon oo, Se
said i’y Ehe  sense of
nocamgplishiment they gain fsm
the camp Bt the chubdien can
carry forwand in B,

“Mre they going 1o Become
wrycinb  Trobubdy ol Higar
they goime oy * | can tackle e
imporaibile and do i Maybe.”

Hlilts in laught by Tamara
Lo froem Vianoosver. Shadents
can Iy v sites, e 3 inch
I U inch, Some take materally
s the stilis, while for oihers, each
ye Teings ore il Fi wome
of Ehe e experinced kid,
playing fociball on wilts wis an
caxy wary Lo sdums theif maslery,

“Trust is vory imporianl.”
W i, " o i s s

aplted, and younelf, sl if's
amazing ithat they come in
szl ly s stran e, i within
a few homiy aiv irmding each
ot

Thete mre ais, proup leadern 1o
peorvide stabality For the chikdeen
and ewsure each geis (o thelr
pioper aatson. Basb Davis, &
grosap leader sinere the camp
st dioes it bermmne she loves
huldeen.

=4 lot of ithem oo in ferling
whey are s failure ot everything.”™
il il =T v Bl oo challd sy
o me. " can't do gt 1 il
Moy meosm nays 0 (il il eveeryihing
and my leacher sayvs | fail m
everything.” And 1 say, "No you
v L W don 't knos the ol
Taibare. You're @ ssvess if you
try." Even if they tale one slepon
the wir and (all, | corgraudase
Ehem. Eviry child et came imio
camp with no seli esieem
whitsoever devieloped it m thal
five days. | find that the most
mrscslos thng. Labims waich
<l foof tht the treal yoar, andthey
oo vt i1 and are Buiking on
a"

Far Shifley Shumadd, a
gramdmother who has beom a
o bender for four years, the
camp rnidoy 2 salfe lur for
hilidrom, ~What Dsee happening.™
s sadel, “ih i erona-culral type
off mleraction, The childioa an
ey e s vy o i, dhery
are ol dosnp these challenpes
serpriher and it's maing it & valy

yilace for them i il aloan other
Ikings like Tamily issues ar
raism,”

T Saakeatoon Pl boe also play
s impeoranl fole i the camp
Cimnt. Leslie vim Den Besken of
thie Commumity Listson Linit has
attcelod soa for b year 8
an wwesore oppodungy for the
Lach. They learn unigee skills so
when they are Irarming them,
They el o el pllarying Fie b
I gives the kids an oppuotunsy
o develop their selfl confidence
] sl esdeem.” The campisalso
& gresl chance o Build the
relationdip hetueen the polior
el the commumiiy, she s

“AT e clben, chuldien only sec
police insconarios whore thare i
trapedy sl trmema. This pives
the children a chaige b bEcrsc
wilh Ehe police in a positive
environmeni and  positive
wituaticnia,” whe sl

S former campeens retur &
thie progent o vilimteer. They me
the s Wb B menlion
wndd beaders in their commumgy
arnd hat s w e the el suoves
ol the program shem s i,

Jessica Hoach, 16, was &
cammiper fof a nimtiber of years and
i rem @ voldemieer

IS e o shawe my iadeniy
with oikes,” il sabd ] lovad
heing al camp bul being &
vidunieer is w moch more
rewanling Borause yom brack
oithers the swll yoo ke ™
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